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from its centre, where Davout's most advanced troops held
Anklappen. The battle seemed to be lost for Bennigsen.

Another startling change was about to come over
the fortunes of the field. Before describing it we must
leave, for a time, the armies in the positions described, and
turn back to trace the movements of the two actors, ISTey
and Lestocq, whose appearance on the scene caused the
change.

About 7 p.m., on the 7th February, part of Lestocq's
corps, followed and harassed by Ney,* had reached
Hussehnen, about 7 miles from Eylau to the north-west.
His rear-guard, with infinite difficulty in cutting a road
through the forest for its artillery, only came up at 6 a.m.
on the 8th.

At 3.30 a.m. Lestocq received from Bennigsen an order
directing him to march, with his corps, on Pr. Eylau, and to
take post on the right wing of the Eussian position.

He ordered the baggage column to assemble, at 5 a.m., at
Bomben, and to march, north of the fighting column, to the
Frisching, en route for Koenigsberg. Colonel Maltzahn,
with the remnant of the advanced brigade which had
suffered so heavily at Wattersdorf, was also ordered in the
same direction, to cover the Koenigsberg road. One bat-
talion, and one squadron were sent, by Dollstadt and Muhl-
hausen, on to the Eylau-Koenigsberg road. Esebeck, with
his dragoons, the Eussian Kaluga regiment of infantry, and
half of a horse artillery battery, was to support the detach-
ment at Wittenburg. All the heavy batteries were ordered
to march at once, by Althof, to strengthen the Eussian
artillery on the battlefield.

The troops which had not yet arrived were to take a
short rest at Hussehnen, and then follow Lestocq. At 8 a.m.
that general started, with 35 squadrons, 10 battalions, and

* Ney reached Landsberg and bivouacked there on the evening of the 7th,
Thence he despatched de Fezensac (at that time Comte de Montesqtuou) on a
mission to Napoleon at Eylau. The 6th corps appears to have left Landsberg
in the small hours of the 8th (de Fexensac, p. 145).